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If you're interested in pushing yourself academically while experiencing college life, our Summer
Programmes for Pre-college students (SPP) can be ideal for you. In the programmes, you will be able to
make friends with fellow students, engage in social activities around the city and on campus, and
experience pre-college summer study at one of the world’s top teaching and research universities.

Our long-running summer term pre-college offerings include a choice of one-. two-, three-, and six-
week programmes that prepare you for success in college. With five exciting and challenging pre-college
summer programmes to choose from, you can earn college credits, discover a new subject area, perform
cutting-edge research in university labs, or immerse yourself in hands-on learning.

Academic life

SPP invites you to join other highly motivated teens from 87 countries in our summer programmes for
high school students—and take the leap into college life and academics, which enables you to take on new
academic challenges., explore a variety of interests and consider possible majors. You can take college
courses alongside undergraduates either on campus or online. And you can also earn up to eight college
credits by conducting in-depth STEM research with individual instructors or as part of a group project. Or,
you can immerse yourself in a variety of stimulating noncredit seminars that blend lectures with
experiential learning, discussions, and projects.

Campus/Residence life

Embracing college life is an exciting experience. Whether you live on campus or commute, you'll get
to know the ins and outs of college and city life. If you live on campus. you will stay in the residence hall,
sharing a room and participating in dorm activities. There are typically two students per room and safety is
our highest priority: residence halls have live-in university staff and 24-hour security. Resident
programme assistants provide guidance. coordinate and lead social activities, ranging from group activities
that include comedy shows to field trips.

Your hard work will be combined with social events and fun activities—and you’ll still have time for
your own adventures on campus! E-mail the SPP office at sppoffice(@mail. edu.

( )1. SPP aims to

A. help college students to achieve academic success

B. provide admission guidelines for pre-college students

C. get high school students well-prepared for college life

D. encourage students to participate in hands-on learning
( )2. What are students supposed to do to earn the required credits?

A. Carry out STEM research. B. Attend various seminars.

C. Finish the courses online. D. Join in experiential learning.

(3. According to the passage, students living on campus
A. can organize social activities B. will have access to a single room

C. are provided with good security D. are advised to direct comedy shows
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Run by Society for Science, Regeneron Science Talent Search is a premier science and maths
competition for high-school seniors. One of the winners of this year is 17-year-old Ethan Wong, who tries
to improve existing technology. His focus: airplanes.

Nearly all planes have a tail. The tail keeps the plane’s nose from suddenly changing direction during a
turn. The structure adds stability but weighs the plane down. Tailless-designed airplane wings could serve
the same function as the tail, as well as cutting the environmental cost of air travel. But there’s a catch.
Those wings must twist(Z5 ff]) in a very precise way that makes them hard to produce.

Ethan became fascinated by this kind of airplane design when he saw a video of NASA’s Prandtl-D
aircraft gliding gracefully through the air without a tail. “I just thought that was really cool,” says Ethan.
He wondered if he could find a simpler way to achieve the same tailless flight.

“Essentially what I did was just trial and error.” Ethan says. Using a computer model of an airplane
wing. he adjusted the angle of twists along the wing until it could achieve tailless flight. Usually, such a
wing requires a continuous distribution of wing twists. But he could achieve a similar effect with wings
that had just a few sections of twist. “It’s super easy to make,” Ethan says.

In his garage., Ethan built model airplanes using rubber materials and packing tape to test his design.
“Seeing the plane in the air was pretty cool.” Ethan says. “It just flew really, really well.”

Lighter, more efficient planes could open the door to other air travel innovations. “It’s been a long-
term goal of mine to build a solar plane that can fly through the day powered by solar panels on its wings,”
Ethan says. “It is absolutely possible for a really efficient plane.”

To other teens who have big engineering ideas to explore, Ethan always says, “Don’t ever give up.”
Even when some machinery feels impossible to understand. it helps to remember that the world’s greatest
inventors are only humans., too. “Also, just make sure you love whatever you do,” Ethan adds. “That’ll
make pursuing everything a lot easier.”

(  )4. What is one advantage of the tailless airplane?

A. It makes aircraft design easier. B. It is environmentally friendly.
C. It reduces production costs. D. It promotes flight stability.
(  )5. What drew Ethan’s attention to the tailless airplane design?
A. The breakthrough in aircraft materials. B. The flight of an aircraft in a video.
C. The prize for original design. D. The desire for innovation.

(6. In Ethan’s opinion, what help inventors realize their dreams?
A. Ambition and efficiency. B. Enthusiasm and responsibility.

C. Passion and determination. D. Confidence and independence.
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Faced with an attempt by a new chatbot to imitate (#<{j5) his own songs. the musician Nick Cave
delivered a strong response: it was “an absolutely horrible attempt”. He understood that Al was in its
babyhood, but could only conclude that the true horror might be that “it will forever be in its babyhood”.
While a robot might one day be able to create a song., he wrote, it would never grow beyond “a kind of
burlesque (V& F& HIAL{)7)”, because robots—being composed of data—are unable to suffer, while songs
arise out of suffering.

Fans of Cave and his band will agree that his music is inimitable, but that doesn’t mean they would
necessarily be able to tell the difference. A few days before Cave’s remarks, experts were asked to
distinguish between four genuine artworks and their Al imitations. Their conclusions were wrong five
times out of twelve, and they were only unitedly right in one of the four picture comparisons.

These are party games, but they point to an unfolding challenge that must be managed as a matter of
urgency because, like it or not, Al art is upon us. The arrival of the human-impersonating ChatGPT might
have increased general awareness, but artists across a wide range of disciplines are already exploring its
potential, with the dancer Wayne McGregor and London’s Young Vic Theatre among those who have
created Al-based works.

A strongly-worded report from Communications and Digital Committee (CDC) issued a wake-up call to
the government, urging it to raise its game in educating future generations of tech-savvy professionals, and
tackling key regulatory challenges. These included reviewing reforms to intellectual property law,
strengthening the rights of performers and artists, and taking action to support the creative sector in
adapting to the disturbances caused by swift and stormy technological change.

While developing Al is important, it should not be pursued at all costs, the CDC stressed. It deplored
the failure of the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport to offer a defence against proposed
changes to intellectual property law that would give copyright exemption (h A # %) to any work,
anywhere in the world, involving Al text and data mining.

The challenges of Al are both philosophical, as Cave suggested, and practical. They will unfold over
the short and long term. State-of-the-art creative industries have a key role to play in shaping and exploring
the philosophical ones, but they must have the practical help they require to survive and be successful.
They need it now.

( )7. Why does the author mention the four picture comparisons in Paragraph 27

A. To stress the similarities between Al art and human art.

B. To argue that human art will be replaced by Al art.

C. To prove Al is stretching the boundaries of art.

D. To imply Al art cannot be underestimated.

( )8. What does the underlined word “deplored” in Paragraph 5 probably mean?

>

Clearly analysed. B. Bravely suffered.
C. Strongly criticized. D. Accurately perceived.
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What can be inferred from the passage?

The creative thief: Al makes perfect art
Al in art: a battle that must be fought

SOWFZDOOEE

Some artists see Al as a tool even though it is a threat.

Creative industries are responsible for causing the Al problem.
Tech professionals need more training to better understand Al art.
The quality of Al art dismisses concerns about intellectual property.
Which would be the best title for the passage?

Threat or opportunity: the impact of Al on art

The rise of Al art: what it means to human artists
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In over 25 years, DeSimone has spun his research findings into commercial gold by launching several
businesses. As a faculty member at the University of North Carolina, he provided scientific advice and held
equity in the businesses. But he has never actually managed his companies. His employers bar him from
simultaneously holding an academic post and an executive position. The dual roles can present huge
conflicts.

Conflicts of interest (COIs) occur when an individual’s personal interests—family, friendships,
financial, or social factors—could compromise his or her judgement, decisions, or actions in the
workplace, and it makes sound career sense to think about how to manage them. Researchers should
disclose potential or existing conflicts across all aspects of academic life.

In most places, COI management runs on an honour system. Researchers decide which financial
holdings and relationships to disclose to university administrators. Journals and funders adopt a similar
system when they ask authors and peer reviewers about potential conflicts related to manusecripts or grant
approvals.

Most research institutions offer training to help faculty members to understand what constitutes a
potential or existing conflict. Administrators then decide whether the interest presents a conflict, and
If not,

researchers must abandon the work, partner researchers at other institutions, or leave their university.

whether that conflict can be handled. If so, they create a management plan to address it.

Perception plays a part in defining a potential conflict, warns Walt, a chemist at Tufts University.
Investigators who develop a technology in the laboratory and then transfer it to their company could create
a conflict of interest in the eyes of their students, Walt says. But the potential conflict can be avoided by
drafting a licensing agreement that bars discoveries from automatically being transferred to the
investigator’s company. Walt created such an arrangement to assure his students that they weren’t actually

working for his private companies.

004 = mwesm =E =tk



Relationships can pose conflicts when conference organizers are choosing speakers. Members of the
American Society of Human Genetics programme committee, which selects abstracts and talks for their
annual meeting, must recuse (K [Al3##) themselves from considering talks by, for example, researchers
at their current and past institutions, close collaborators and those with whom they have personal or familial
ties.

Even differing points of view can play a part. Scacheri, a geneticist who chairs the committee, says
that members who have disagreed personally with potential speakers might also be obliged to recuse
themselves: “If you feel like you can’t be an impartial (Y 1FEH)) reviewer. that is considered a COI.”

Handling COIs can be burdensome. COI managers emphasize that the goal is not to suppress
innovation, but to expose potential conflicts so that they can be managed. “Nothing about the process is
meant to be prohibitive,” says Grewal, a COI officer at MIT. Her institution wants to enable good science
and the betterment of humanity. “During that process,” she says, “if you make some money, that’s good
as well.”

( )11. The example of DeSimone in Paragraph 1 is used mainly to

A. raise a question B. report a finding

C. introduce a topic
( )12. To better deal with COlIs,

A. researchers have to quit their job at the university

D. present a theory

B. researchers should report the conflicts that possibly exist

C. institutions need to monitor the staff’s career and relationships

D. institutions should train researchers to create management plans
( )13. What can we learn from the passage?

A. Grewal considers COI management exhausting and costly.

B. Walt arranged to transfer discoveries at his lab to his companies.

C. Conference organizers should avoid inviting unqualified speakers.

D. Scacheri believes personal viewpoints may impact a reviewer’s decision.
( )14. What can we infer from the passage?

A. COIs can be defined depending on interpretations.

B. COlIs benefit scientific innovation and better humanity.
C. COlIs arise primarily due to the pursuit of financial gains.
D

COIs can be got rid of by promoting fairness in workplaces.
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Humans have long tried to conquer water. We've straightened once-winding rivers for shipping
purposes. We've constructed levees (B#k3E) along rivers and lakes to protect people from flooding. We've
erected entire cities on drained and filled-in wetlands. We’ve built dams on rivers to store water for later
use. 1. But it’s not, argues environmental journalist Erica Gies, author of Water Always Wins.

Levees, which narrow channels causing water to flow higher and faster, nearly always break. Cities
on former wetlands flood regularly—often disastrously. Dams starve downstream areas of sediment (JTFH
) needed to protect coasts against rising seas. Straightened streams move faster than winding ones,
giving water less time to flow downward. And they wash away riverbed ecosystems.

In addition to laying out this damage done by supposed water control, Gies takes readers on a hopeful
global tour of solutions to these problems. Along the way, she introduces “water detectives”—scientists,
engineers, urban planners, and many others. 2.

These water detectives have found ways to give the slippery substance the time and space it needs to
flow slowly underground. Around Seattle’s Thornton Creek, for instance, reclaimed land now allows for
regular flooding, which has renewed riverbed habitat and created an urban oasis. In California’s Central
Valley, scientists want to find ways to move unpolluted storm water into subsurface valleys that make ideal
aquifers (F7KJ2). 3.

While some people are exploring new ways to manage water, others are leaning on ancient
knowledge. Researchers in Peru are now studying old-style methods of water storage, which don’t require
dams. in the hope of ensuring a steady flow of water to Lima—Peru’s populous capital that’s periodically
affected by water shortages. 4. “Decision makers come from a culture of concrete,” Gies writes,
“in which dams., pipes and desalination factories are standard.”

Understanding how to work with, not against, water will help humankind weather this age of drought
and flood that’s being worsened by climate change. 5. Instead, we must learn to live within our

water means because water will undoubtedly win.

A. Controlling water, Gies convincingly argues, is a false belief.

B. Instead of trying to control water, they ask: What does water want?

C. It seems that water is cooperative and willing to flow where we direct it.

D. These old-style underwater concrete techniques pave the way for the construction of dams.

E. To further understand the whole ecosystem. they believe effective water control requires effort.

F. The study may help convince those who favour concrete-centric solutions to try something new.

G. Feeding groundwater supplies will in turn sustain rivers from below, which helps to maintain water

levels and ecosystems.

- M ESHEER .
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I grasped a sandwich as I tried to finish my work during lunch. My company., like many companies,
had 1 costs by not replacing people as they left. The survivors had to take up the work. For me and
my co-workers, this meant no lunch hour. I wanted to quit, but given the economy, it was hard to find

another job. I felt 2 . Then a conversation with a six-year-old girl changed my 3

The young girl was standing in line with her mum at the supermarket.

“Good day at school?” T asked.

A nod.

“What's your favourite subject?”

“Lunch.”

I smiled. That had been my 4  too. At lunch, I could talk with my friends. draw pictures or play
games. There were no adults to tell me what to do. The time was mine.

But what happened to lunch time now?

I knew I was entitled to a lunch break at work. So I decided to 5 it. Our office was located in the

downtown and I set out to 6  the area. A few blocks away was an art museum with free admission. At

the end of another street, I was surprised to discover some horses eating grass in a field.

At the beginning of my tours during lunch, I received some 7  stares from my co-workers, but I

chose to ignore them. In fact, I watched in amazement that some of them started to 8  their work

during lunch. 9 , we started inviting each other out for walks and discovered we had other topics of
conversation beyond the common complaints about work.
I'm still looking for a new position, but with less anxiety than before. If we can’t change our 10 ,

we can change our attitude.

( H1. A. counted B. cut C. paid D. raised

C H2. A. trapped B. fearful C. shocked D. hurt

C 3. A. work B. way C. view D. plan

( D4. A. decision B. explanation C. secret D. answer

C )5. A. take B. make C. find D. stop

( 6. A. explore B. measure C. develop D. identify

( 7. A. innocent B. determined C. sympathetic D. unpleasant
( )8. A. carry on B. take over C. put aside D. go through
C 9. A. Generally B. Gradually C. Accidentally D. Obviously
( )10. A. strategies B. circumstances C. responsibilities D. principles

O SEES 2023 - kT AKRSH = —4]
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On a particular sunny day, little Mykel was determined to learn to ride his bike without the help of
training wheels. When the neighbourhood kids 1. (spot) Mykel shakily controlling his bike. they
raced over 2. (help). Some held the bike steady while others offered encouragement. Mykel was
not alone as he tried to reach his goal of learning to ride his bike! Some things are 3. (easy) said

than done. However, with a little help from friends, things go better!
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Renewable methods for 4. (produce) electricity, such as wind turbines and solar panels,
can only provide power on the days 5. wind blows or the sun shines. Electric batteries 6.

(use) to store energy are expensive and can also be polluting. Finnish scientists came up with a simple
solution that puts unwanted green electricity to work, heating 100 tons of sand to around 500°C . The sand
stays hot for months; when energy 7. (require) , air can be pumped through it and heated
up. The air in turn heats a system that supplies hot water to heat nearby houses.

C

The idea of writing a poem might feel frightening 8. (initial)—do you need to follow a
certain structure, does it need to have a rhyme., or do you need to have recited a dictionary to be a
“proper” poet? The truth is: absolutely not. While there are “types” of poems that offer structure to serve
9. a guide, the reality is that poetry doesn’t have to follow a set of rules—it’s much more about
conveying a feeling., and that opens up a lot of creative 10. (free) for us to explore.

O PERIX (2023 « b7 H3HZH= 4]
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In the mornings, as I walked from the train station to the office, I planned my day by making a to-do
list in my head: the scientific articles I would read, the data sets I would analyse. and—most urgent of
all—the insights into human nature that it was my job to discover.

Each evening, I went back to the station, again going through my mental checklist but this time sizing
up my performance against the expectations I'd set for myself that morning. Time and again., when
comparing my to-do list with my got-done list, I felt disappointed because I had fallen short.

But one day, something very strange happened. During my trip home, without any conscious intent,
my thoughts began to shift. Instead of feeling bad about my weaknesses, I said aloud very softly: “I'm a
nice person. I'm a nice person. I'm a nice person.”

By the time I boarded my train, I was done with my little chant—until the next day when I walked
home. And again. after counting my failures, I found myself saying quietly: “I'm a nice person.”

It turns out that there’s a technical term for this practice: values affirmation. And what it boils down
to is recognizing and strengthening the personal values you hold most dear.

When you affirm a core personal value, you shore up your sense of self-worth. You broaden your
outlook : instead of focusing on your shortfalls, you switch to a wide-angle view that includes your resources
and opportunities. And the people who do this are happier, healthier, and more hopeful.

Over time, I made progress in my research and learned a lot about what makes most successful people
special, including this: nobody has passion and determination unless what they do lines up with their
values.

Try values affirmation for yourself and teach the practice to your students. Take a moment and think
of a value you hold dear, whether it’s kindness, creativity, or gratitude. Whatever it is, name it. And then
say to yourself: “Come what may, I know who I am.” Your values are your foundation and your compass,
too. Trust them, and they will lead you home.

1. How did the author feel when she compared her to-do list with her got-done list?

2. What is values affirmation?

3. Please decide which part is false in the following statement, then underline it and explain why.
= People who recognize their shortfalls are happier, healthier, and more hopeful .

4. Apart from speaking out positive words, what else could you do to feel better about yourself? (In about
40 words)
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Every year, young, talented, and ambitious nature conservationists from all over the world shoot
their shot for the Future For Nature (FFN) Award, an honourable international award.

The Future For Nature aims to:

* Reward and fund individuals for their outstanding efforts in the protection of species of wild animals
and plants.

« Stimulate award winners to sustain their dedicated work.

» Help winners to raise their profile, extend their professional network and strengthen their funding
basis.

Benefits

« The winners each receive 50,000 euros and may make their own decision to spend the money in the
service of nature conservation.

« FFN offers the winners a platform and brings their stories to the attention of conservationists.,
financiers and a wide audience, allowing them to increase their impact and gain more access to funds.

» FFN is building a growing family of winners, dedicated people who form a community of people with
the same interest. FFN offers them the opportunity to meet each other and continue to learn with each
other in order to continue their fight for nature as efficiently and effectively as possible.

Qualifications

The candidate :

* Must be born on or after the 31st May 1988 and before the 31st May 2005.

« Is able to explain his/her conservation work in fluent English (written and spoken) .

» Has achieved substantial and long-term benefits to the conservation status of one or more animal or
plant species.

» Must be determined to continue his/her conservation work, as the award aims to stimulate the
winner’s future work. It is not an “end of career” prize.

Additional Remarks

For the 2023 Future For Nature Award, we are again searching for natural leaders, who have proven
that they can make a difference in species’ survival.

From all applications, 6 to 10 nominees (#%##44#) will be selected. These applicants will be asked to
provide additional information, which will be used to select the final awardees. Ultimately, three inspiring
wildlife heroes are selected as the winners.

Application Process: Apply online through the Apply Now link.

Application Deadline: May 1st, 2023.

( )1. Which is one of the aims of the Future For Nature?

A. To aid more green groups. B. To fund academic education.

C. To inspire conservation efforts. D. To raise environmental awareness.
( )2. The winners will get the chance to

A. consult top specialists B. meet like-minded people

C. benefit the local community D. promote self-created platforms
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C 3. To apply for the 2023 Future For Nature Award., candidates must .

A. meet the age requirement

B. apply via mail by the deadline

C. turn in the application in English

D. provide additional personal information
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I was sitting in a chemistry lab class during my first year of university, nervous about the experiment
we were to perform. I grabbed a pipette and, as I feared, my hand started to shake. The experience was
disheartening. I was hoping to pursue a career in science, but I started to wonder whether that would be
possible. I thought my dream had crashed to the ground.

I was a boy born with brain damage. My family managed to find good doctors where we lived, in
Leningrad (now St Petersburg) . Russia, and I took part in clinical trials testing new treatments. Shortly
after my first birthday, I started walking and it became clear my intelligence function was unaffected. So,
in some sense, I was lucky. Still, I couldn’t do some things growing up. Both hands shook, especially
when I was nervous or embarrassed. My left hand was much worse than my right, so I learned to write and
do simple tasks with my right hand, but it wasn’t easy to do anything precisely.

As a teenager, I faced a lot of bullying at school. Feeling alone, I joined a study group called “The
natural world”. I thought that getting into the world of animals would keep me away from people. That’s
how I came into the field of biology. At university, I enjoyed the lectures in my science classes. Many lab
tasks proved impossible, however. As I struggled with my mood, I read a book about depression. From
then on, the physiology of mental disorders became my scientific passion. I looked into what was being
done locally and was excited to discover a lab that did behavioural experiments in rats to study depression.

At the end of my second year, I approached the professor of the lab to see whether I could work with
her. I was afraid to admit I couldn’t do some lab tasks. To my relief, she was completely supportive. She
set me to work performing behavioural experiments for others in the lab with the help of colleagues. I loved
the supportive atmosphere and stayed there to complete my master’s and PhD.

I've come to realize that my hands aren’t the barrier I thought they were. By making use of my
abilities and working as part of a team, I've been able to follow my passions. I've also realized that there’s
much more to being a scientist than performing the physical labour. I may not collect all the data in my
papers, but I'm fully capable of designing experiments and interpreting results, which, to me, is the most
exciting part of science.

( )4. What was the author’s dream?
A. To live a normal life. B. To become a scientist.

C. To get a master’s degree. D. To recover from depression.
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(  )5. The author said he was lucky in Paragraph 2 because .
A. he didn’t lose the function of both hands

he learned how to walk at the age of one

o w

his family could afford to see good doctors
D. his brain damage didn’t affect his intellectual capacity
( )6. From the passage. it is clear that

A. the author’s own depression inspired him to help others with mental disorders

o

the author was surrounded by a team who urged him to further his study

O

the author’s loneliness moved him towards the world of biology
D. the author finally finished the lab tasks on his own

( )7. What message does the author want to express?

A. Loving yourself makes a difference. B. Opportunity follows prepared people.
C. A bright future begins with a small dream. D. The sun somehow shines through the storm.
- M ESRAER -
A. BCRR B. K¥Q 2R
1. pipette 1. (SZHE FTHD AT s RS W ih\;i;(intehet? \fveearl;z.e that my hands aren’t the barrier I

. disheartening adj. 4> AJELEAY ; 4 AL ) (D] R ENE A, that 51 F5E M A M
- bullying n. FERUE 5T s Hivk SN realize 9323 . *...1 thought they were. " R4 Kt

2
3

. ] X ZARIA that/which B9 % 15 M AJ A& 4 J6 473/ barrier
4. depression n . MAR;IH T HA, T thought 24 A&,
5

. to my relief fif F B E a2 (FEX] A TEHBKYTIFAZREZ P AR,

C [2023+ bmFE&&H=—4]
Xk R F:A54S  iA#:405

Newspapers, advertisements, and labels surround us everywhere, turning our environment into a
mass of texts to be read or ignored. As the quantity of information we receive continually increases and as
information spreading is shifting from page to screen, it may be time to ask how changes in our way of
reading may affect our mental life, for how we receive information bears vitally on the ways we experience
and interpret reality.

What is most obvious in the evolution of reading is the gradual displacement of the vertical by the
horizontal—a shift from intensive to extensive reading. In our culture, access is not a problem, but
proliferation (7#1%) is. And the reading act is necessarily different than it was in its earliest days. Awed
by the availability of texts, the reader tends to move across surfaces without allowing the words to resonate
(F=A4E09) inwardly.

Interestingly., this shift from vertical to horizontal parallels the overall societal shift from bounded
lifetimes spent in single locales to lives lived in wider geographical areas amid streams of data. This larger
access was once regarded as worldliness—one travelled, knew the life of cities, the ways of diverse
people... It has now become the birthright of anyone who owns a television set.

How do we square the advantages and disadvantages of horizontal and vertical awareness? The
villagers, who know everything about their surroundings. are blessedly unaware of events in distant lands.
The media-obsessed urbanites, by contrast, never lose their awareness of what happens in different parts of
the world.

We may ask, which people are happier? The villagers may have found more sense in things owing both

to the limited range of their concern and the depth on their information. But restricted conditions and habit
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also suggest boredom and limitation. The lack of a larger perspective (#£ff) leads to suspiciousness and
cautious conservatism, but for the same reason. the constant availability of data and macro-perspectives has
its own decreasing return. When everything is happening everywhere, it gets harder to care about anything.

How do we assign value? Where do we find the fixed context that allows us to create a narrative of
sense about our lives? Ideally, I suppose. one would have the best of both worlds—the purposeful fixity of
the local, as well as the availability of enhancing views: a natural ecology of information and context.
( )8. What can we learn about the first two paragraphs?

A. Readers today tend to ignore deep engagement with texts.

B. It’s difficult to shift from vertical to horizontal reading.

C. Where and how we read texts shapes our mental life.

D. People are tired of information proliferation.

C 9. According to the passage, villagers
A. have a deeper understanding of their surroundings
B. show no interest in what happens in the world
C. are less bored than media-obsessed urbanites
D. cannot adapt to changing situations
( )10. What can we learn from the passage?
A. Vertical awareness allows us to care about others.
B. Changes in our reading habits lead to the societal shift.
C. It’s wise to keep a balance between a local and a global view.
D. Horizontal reading affects our mindset more than vertical reading.
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Coastal cities worldwide are squeezed by two opposing forces: urban sprawl and the rising sea. This
struggle is intensely visible in the flatlands where expanding neighbourhoods routinely flood and saltwater
flooding damages the river mouths that protect communities from the worst of our climate crisis.

Massive resources are being put into environmental restoration projects, and development is subject to
many layers of approvals. Yet in 2022 the commissioners of a coastal city voted to expand a legal boundary
that contains sprawl to allow a 400-acre warehouse project. They are failing to see the value of this land in
the greater ecosystem.

Wetlands, coastal plains and forests do cheaply (or even for free) what seawalls and pumps do at a cost
of billions of dollars. They are vital infrastructure (F&filli%Jifti) that makes us more resilient against climate
change, and the cost of destroying them or weakening their ability to function must be factored into the
decisions we make to build and grow.

To do so, the economic incentives to develop any natural landscape should be weighed against the
protective economic value that land already provides. Economists call this an “avoided damage” valuation.

Local planning boards might consider the value of a sand dune or swamp in flood protection versus the
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expense of replacing it with a seawall and water pump system. Maintaining and restoring natural
infrastructure to support healthy functioning saves money, time and lives.

The concept of “natural capital”, or the idea that ecosystem services should be valued in a similar
manner as any form of wealth, dates back to the 1970s. Markets have always valued wood as a commodity
(Ridh) s for example, but not the services that came along with producing it. such as soil maintenance.
carbon storage, and nutrient cycling. We didn’t need a market for resources that industrialists saw as
abundant (F & FY) and endlessly renewable. This exploitative (JF%& %)) assumption turned out to be
very wrong. Failing to measure the benefits of ecosystem services in policy and management decisions is a
major reason many of those ecosystems disappeared.

It also seems crass to place a dollar amount on ecosystems that we’d rather view as priceless, existing

for their own sake and valuable to humans in ways that are beyond capitalism. This preciousness is
ethically sound. But developers have long confused pricelessness with worthlessness, allowing them to
profit without paying for the consequences of destroying the environment.

Economic value is never the only reason nature is worth preserving; it is simply a powerful,
underused tool to help us make decisions about how to live more sustainably in a climate-changed world. If
policy makers considered natural infrastructure in the language of economics, they might recognize just how
deeply we rely on it.

(  )11. What are the first two paragraphs mainly about?

A. The consequences of the saltwater flooding.

B. The cause of the urban sprawl and the rising sea.

C. An approval for an environmental restoration project.

D. The problem caused by the expansion of coastal cities.

( )12. What can we learn from the passage?

A. The idea of natural capital can enhance the profit of commodities.

B. The economic growth boosts the protection of the natural landscape.

C. The abundance of resources is not the reason for devaluing them.

D. The exploitation of nature reflects the “avoided damage” valuation.

(' )13. What does the underlined word “crass” in Paragraph 6 probably mean?

A. Inadvisable. B. Beneficial. C. Relevant. D. Unrealistic.
( )14. What is the purpose of the passage?

A. To appeal for stricter control over city scale.

B. To propose the use of nature as infrastructure.

C. To stress the importance of ecosystem services.
D

To promote public awareness of nature protection.
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Adults are often embarrassed about asking for aid. It’s an act that can make people feel emotionally
unsafe. 1. Seeking assistance can feel like you are broadcasting your incompetence.

New research suggests young children don’t seek help in school, even when they need it, for the same
reason. Until recently, psychologists assumed that children did not start to care about their reputation and
their friends’ thoughts about them until around age nine.

But our research suggests that as early as age seven, children begin to connect asking for help with
looking incompetent in front of others. At some point, every child struggles in the classroom. 2.

To learn more about how children think about reputation, we created simple stories and then asked
children questions about these situations to allow kids to showcase their thinking.

Across several studies, we asked 576 children, ages four to nine. to predict the behaviour of two kids
in a story. One of the characters genuinely wanted to be smart, and the other merely wanted to seem smart
to others. In one study, we told children that both kids did poorly on a test. 3. The four-year-
olds were equally likely to choose either of the two kids as the one who would seek help. But by age seven
or eight, children thought that the kid who wanted to seem smart would be less likely to ask for assistance.
And children’s expectations were truly “reputational” in nature—they were specifically thinking about how
the characters would act in front of others. When assistance could be sought privately (on a computer
rather than in person), children thought both characters were equally likely to ask for it.

4. Teachers could give children more opportunities to seek assistance privately. They should
also help students realize asking questions in front of others as normal, positive behaviour. 5.

Parents could point out how a child’s question kicked off a valuable conversation in which the entire family
got to talk and learn together. Adults could praise kids for seeking assistance. These responses send a

strong signal that other people value a willingness to ask for aid and that seeking help is part of a path to

success.
A. Kids could be afraid to ask their parents for help.

B. Seeking help could even be taught as socially desirable.

C. In another study we told them that only one kid did poorly.

D. Such reputational barriers likely require reputation-based solutions.

E. The moment you ask for directions, after all, you reveal that you are lost.

F. But if they are afraid to ask for help because their classmates are watching., learning will suffer.

G. We then asked which of these characters would be more likely to raise their hand in front of their class

to ask the teacher for help.
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1. school opening ceremony J2# #iL4[, 5. Zn
2. extra-curricular/after-class activities BRZ}ME 3 6. interact with... e+ H 5
3. lectures by experts & F i}
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4. speech contest/competition 78 i kb 5§ o
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1. With the intention of and , a

campaign “Sunshine Fun Run” was launched by our school. (#}j44 H4E & 1H)
TR AR R B AR R T CE S S AU TR A T BHOE K R LR )
2. Lately, we launched a Reading Salon,

on some psychological books and had heated discussions. (iE 15 M)
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THEIIE .

3. We eagerly anticipate the lecture, where the expert will elaborate on how to choose ideal
universities and adjust ourselves to social demands. (GE & M A))
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4. T have harvested a rewarding experience, through which

but also broadened my horizons of cultural communication. (43 #12% 4])
WWOGR 1A 5 APl X & P AR T 5 B AEA SR IR i LT T ST 38 i i AL
5. my teachers and friends always gave me confidence every time I was
discouraged. (5 iEM])
B YRR OB, TR B IW R A B2 4 T RGO .
6. Games like kite flying and fun relay races will be organized
ChE A4E H BRI
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Dear Jim,

Yours,
Li Hua
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1. To my surprise, the confidence but also encouraged me to have a
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2. During the following weeks., we practised our play whenever we had time after school
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3. With cheers and applause, I was awarded the first prize.
TENCE A o Pl T — 5%
4. that by getting involved in the competition, I had gained more
self-confidence and enjoyed the pleasure of teamwork. (HS432]%EA])
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5. Amazingly., we really did an excellent job and won the first prize,
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Dear Jim,

Yours,
Li Hua
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